
Hello,  
 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about any of the items covered in this month’s update or 
you would like to receive a copy of the updates directly. 
 

Highways - There is a great deal happening on the roads in our area at the moment.  
 

So, let’s start in Carnforth where the A6 (Scotland Road) has been closed north of Carnforth centre for two 
weeks because of work needed to create electricity, gas, and drainage connections for the new housing 
development in the town. 
 

The County Council has worked with the utility companies to coordinate the timing of the work so that it could 
all be completed in this two-week period. They have also worked with Carnforth Town Council and business 
representatives from the town to work through ideas for mitigating the disruption, monitor the work as it was 
implemented, and ensuring communications worked well.  
 

Inevitably with such significant work some delays and disruption were expected, but this collaborative 
approach has been really helpful and welcomed. It is a model we hope to use again when further work to 
support this housing development is needed later in the year and early next year. 
 

M6 Junction 32-33 - Roadworks - You will be aware of the serious disruption caused by the weekend 
closure of the M6 between Lancaster and Preston in September. The County Council made the strongest 
representations to National Highways, who were responsible for the closure about the unacceptable disruption 
and delays this caused across our area.  
 

National Highways have now confirmed that further proposed full weekend closures will not go ahead and 
instead there will be a mix of overnight closures and some daytime lane closures with reduced speed limits. 
The details are as follows: 
 

M6 Southbound  
 

- From Sunday October 2, for four weeks, there will be permanent daytime lane closures (with speed 
restrictions) with two narrow lanes remaining open during the day. 

 

- During the same period, overnight restrictions (typically 9pm – 5am) will be introduced which will result in 
the closure of the M6 Southbound carriageway (J33-32). A fully signed diversion route using the A6 from 
M6 J33 before re-joining the motorway network at M55 (J1) will be in place. 

 
M6 Northbound 

 

- Additional lane closures on the Northbound carriageway (typically 9pm-5am) will also be in place for the 
duration of this work. 

 

It is expected this work will take four weeks from 2 October but may need to be extended if affected by the 
weather. County Council Highways are monitoring the situation and liaising with National Highways to ensure 
their approach and activities are minimising disruption. 
 

Safer Roads Fund - The Safer Roads Fund was established 
by the Department for Transport to improve safety on 
England's 50 most dangerous A-roads.  
 

Lancashire County Council made a successful bid for £7.9m to 
deliver improvements on the five 'high risk' routes which had 
been identified within the county.  
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The fund is specifically targeted at delivering road upgrades and improvements with the aim of reducing the 
number and severity of fatal and serious injury collisions. The programme of improvements includes three 
roads in the Lancaster district as follows:  
 
- £1.2m for average speed cameras on the A6 from Lancaster city centre through Scotforth and Galgate to 

J33 of the M6.  
 

- £1.9m for the A588 from Lancaster's Pointer roundabout to Skippool, near Thornton Cleveleys via Pilling – 
including average speed cameras over 26km, and measures to highlight the centreline and edge of the 
road, and cycle safety measures at the Pointer Roundabout.  

 
- £3.1m for the A683 from the M6 J34 at Lancaster to Kirkby Lonsdale – including average speed cameras 

over the whole length, 3.5km of roadside safety barriers, widening the footway over Hornby Bridge, high 
reflectivity road markings and cats-eyes to aid drivers.  

 
A range of work has already taken place to improve safety including upgrades such as installing LED cats 
eyes, high-reflectivity road markings and safety barriers. The next phase of the programme is due to take 
place from towards the end of 2022 through to July 2023 when average speed cameras will be installed along 
sections of the routes. As the plans for this work are firmed up, more details will be available.  

 
Want to know more about making our roads safer? Why not join a seminar hosted by the Road Safety 
Partnership on Monday 31 October. If you are interested in attending – you can register your interest by 

contacting: lancsroadsafety@lancashire.police.uk 
 

   

 

Reducing Carbon Emissions 
and improving our highways   
 

Lancashire County Council has 
been awarded the Chartered 
Institution of Highways and 
Transportation Climate Action 
Award for their Highways 
Decarbonisation Strategy.  
 
This focusses on how Highways 
buy goods and services, run their 
depots and the vehicles they use. 
It also includes the low carbon 
methods for maintaining our 
roads where it is predicted 332 
tonnes of CO2 will be saved this 
year through using lower carbon 
processes. 
 
I thought you might be interested 
in seeing and hearing about a 
couple of highways related 
carbon reduction initiatives by 
clicking on the links below: 
 
Rubber Roads - 
https://youtu.be/p_NA60ZpKes    
 
Streetlighting -  
https://youtu.be/2sqgtc47FzU  
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Choir of the Year - It’s good to see that a school choir from our 
area has made it through to the final of the hotly contested and 
popular Lancashire Choir of the Year competition. Lancaster Royal 
Grammar School choir will compete against the five other finalists 
from across the county at a special celebration event at the 
Charter Theatre in Preston on 24 November 2022.  

The public will also get to have their say in the 'People's Choice' 
award, with voting opening in October. So, look out for that and 
show you support! For more information about the 
competition, visit the Lancashire Choir of the Year 2022 website. 

 

Libraries Week is an annual showcase 
and celebration of the best that libraries 
have to offer and the central role that 
libraries play in supporting life-long 
learning. 
 

Silverdale and Carnforth Libraries are 
hosting free drop-in sessions exploring the 
Digital Library. Read online Newspapers 
and magazines, download eBooks and 
learn how to manage your library account 
online. Staff will help you explore and learn new things about your Digital library.  
 

At the October meeting of the County Council Cabinet, Bleasdale 
School, Silverdale was discussed. Councilors learned that the number of 
residential pupils at the school has reduced significantly over recent years.  
 

It was decided that a number of options in relation to the future of the 
boarding provision, should be explored in an effort to avoid the under-
utilisation of the facilities available and to optimise the efficient use of 
public funds. 

 

Cost of living - In addition, Cabinet decided that in addition to national support schemes on energy, the council 
would make use of our library buildings to become warm and welcoming spaces - extending opening hours 
where appropriate. In addition, Cabinet doubled to £1m the county's affordable warmth scheme, put almost 
£200k into initiatives addressing food insecurities and to co-ordinate support across the county, and also 
invested a further £896K to address fuel and food poverty and increase benefits uptake/managing debts.  

 

Have your say on the draft priorities for Lancashire 
and South Cumbria Integrated Care Partnership (ICP) 

What is the ICP? - Partners working in local government, 
the NHS and other organisations such as business, education, 
Healthwatch and voluntary, community, faith organisations are working together as an Integrated Care 
Partnership (otherwise referred to as the ICP). The ICP will address the health, social care and public health 
needs of their community and ensure the public’s voice is at the heart of decision making.  
 

The ICP for Lancashire and South Cumbria has proposed six priorities: 
 

• Supporting children and their families in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life  
• Supporting people into employment and staying in work  
• Large-scale organisations’ role in social and economic development  
• Preventing ill health and tackling health inequalities  
• High-quality care that supports people to stay well in their own home  
• Supporting people to choose their preferred place of death  

 

They are seeking your views on these priorities. You can complete a survey here: 
 https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/draft-priorities-integrated-care-strategy-engagement/    
 

The closing date for the survey is Monday 24 October and if you have any questions, you can write to 
 healthierlsc.communications@nhs.net. 
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Supporting business - Lancashire has been included in a shortlist of areas where the Government is 
considering establishing a number of Investment Zones. These are large sites where businesses will benefit 
from 100% business rates relief, stamp duty land tax relief, zero rate Employer National Insurance 
contributions on new employee earnings and enhanced capital allowance relief for plant and machinery used 
within the designated area.  
 

Lancashire already benefits from four Enterprise Zone locations including at Samlesbury, which is a high-
quality base to world-class businesses in cutting-edge innovation, technology and advanced manufacturing 
and the preferred location for the National Cyber Force, which will bring huge opportunities across the county. 
 

The county council is now developing further strategic investment opportunities including at Heysham 
Gateway and with Eden Project North in Morecambe. The current pipeline of major development and 
infrastructure projects has an estimated value of more than £20 billion. There is massive potential across 
Lancashire, and it is hoped that Investment Zones will further help to unlock this. 

 
Small Grant Funding - Remember that the following funds are still open and available to support 
community activities: 
 

• Young People Champion Grant Fund - for clubs and organisers of activities for young people 

• Older Peoples Champion Grant Fund - encourages active, independent, and healthy lives for Older 

People (those over 55)  

• Mental Health Champion Grant Fund - promoting the mental health and wellbeing of the community 

• Parish Council Champion Grant Fund - to support the work of parish councils 

• Disabled Champion Grant Fund - encourages active, independent, and healthy lives for disabled people. 
 

For all these funds, the application process is very simple. Grants average £250 - £500 and make a huge 
difference to the work of these groups and the lives of the people they support. 
 

 

 

I hope you found this update interesting and helpful. Please stay connected and stay safe and well. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 
October 2022 


