
Hello,  
 

Please get in touch if you would like to know more about any of the items covered in this month’s update or 

you would like to receive a copy of the updates directly. 

  
Carnforth and Silverdale libraries warm welcome - 
Lancashire County Council's 64 libraries are offering a warm 
and welcome space for residents in the coming months. 
 

All of the libraries have disabled access and highly skilled 
staff who are well accustomed to helping customers to 
access further information and support. 
 

During opening times, all are welcome to call at the library, 
take a seat and help yourself to a free warm drink. There are 
also free activities that you might wish to plan your visits 
around, including Family History and Get Online. 
 

Library Staff are on-hand to help you locate and access any further support needed, including searching for 
the information or supporting you to access the computers. You can also access a wide range of books, 
newspapers and magazines and if you are not yet a member, join the library for free, so you can borrow 
any books to read at home.  
 

Some of the extra support available locally includes the £1million affordable warmth scheme. Working with 
Cosy Homes in Lancashire, it gives access to home energy support such as boiler and insulation 
measures. 
 

Other warm spaces grant scheme - On 18 November the 
County Council is launching a scheme to enable parish 
councils and other voluntary and community groups to apply 
for small grants to help support their own warm spaces 
initiatives. As part of this any group will be expected to sign up 
to a Charter designed to help residents know what to expect 
from warm spaces and organisations to know what to provide, 
and for those who do sign up a Directory will be created, so 
that everyone will know where services are available.  

 

£9.4m Arts Council Investment Programme in Lancashire - The investment will go to 18 
organisations in Lancashire  - 8 or those organisations new to the investment programme. Those 
organisations benefitting locally include The Dukes Playhouse in Lancaster, More Music in Morecambe 
 

The investment is focussed on organisations that support and develop work for children and young people 

and in skills development, so a long-term investment in our county’s talent  
 

Library Charges - From 21 November you will be able to pay online for any library charges by logging 

into your library account at https://prism.librarymanagementcloud.co.uk/lancashire/ 

You can watch a guidance video if you wish at https://my.nicheacademy.com/lancashire/course/55397 
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Lancashire Stories - This is a new collection of short stories for the people of 
Lancashire. Featuring stories from 17 brilliant professional authors,  
 

Around 12,000 physical copies of the anthology, plus an e-book on BorrowBox 
featuring five bonus stories, have been published and will be available for free 
from November 2022. You can guarantee your free copy by reserving here.  
 

Starting from Tuesday 29 November, the county council will be launching 
Lancashire Stories with a series of free to attend events in venues across the 
county. To reserve your ticket, click here to see our events page. 
 

There will be plenty of opportunities to get involved, and we will be looking for 
people to share their Lancashire Stories over the course of the programme. So, 
don't forget to keep an eye on #LancashireStories on Twitter for all the latest 
news 

 

Lancashire Culture and Sport Fund - Goes live 1 December - The Lancashire Culture & Sport 
Fund (LCSF) has been developed to support culture and sport projects in the community. 

This is a match-funding programme which follows a community crowdfund model where local pledges are 
matched to enable community projects to take shape. It will be hosted on the website ‘Spacehive.’  

To get a pledge from the Lancashire Culture & Sport Fund, projects need to demonstrate broad community 
support by attracting individual pledges onto their campaign and demonstrate that they will deliver public 
benefit and not be for the purpose of profit-making activity. Here are some examples of the types of project 
that might be considered for support: 

• Building of new changing rooms for a local football club 

• Hiring a public address system to support a band night or sporting event 

• Commissioning a mural to improve the indoor space of a village hall 

• Building a new entrance at a community hall or sports venue to improve access  

Organisations and parish/town councils will be able to apply and the County Council will match project fund 
donations raised up to a maximum of £5000. The launch on 1 December will include news on the training 
and support the County Council are providing to help interested groups get started!  

 
Channel 5 "Cause of Death" show focuses on Lancashire 
Coroners Court - You may not be aware that Lancashire Coroner 
Service is part of the County Council.  
 

A good way to learn more about this essential service is to watch a 
four-part series entitled “Cause of Death,” which aired on Channel 5 
over the last 4 weeks but is now available on ‘catch up’.  The show 
focuses on Lancashire’s Senior Coroner Dr James Adeley and his 
team and looks into the internal process of how an unexpected death 
is investigated in Lancashire. 
 

Filming took place over six months and each episode includes two cases, showing how Lancashire County 
Council, Royal Preston Hospital and Lancashire Police work with the county coroners to investigate deaths. 
The families of those who lost their life are also featured in the series, speaking about their grief during a 

very difficult and raw time. It is well worth a watch to learn more about the professional and sensitive 
way Lancashire Coroners Service go about their work.   
 

Did you know you can report a pothole via our app? - 
Download the Love Clean Streets app. It's quick and easy to do.  

You'll be able to attach a photo, pinpoint the exact location and 
track the progress of your report via the app.  
 

To find out more, visit: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/.../report-it-
on-the-go/  #LoveLancashire #LoveWhereYouLive 
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Winter Service - Keeping Lancashire 

roads open and traffic moving - The 

County Council has a legal duty to ensure, 

as far as practicable, that people can use 

the highways safely without being 

endangered by ice and snow.  
 

So, between 1 October and 30 April, data is 

gathered each day about road surface 

temperatures, air temperature, humidity and 

indications of rain, to decide on whether 

gritting is necessary.  
 

The Council cannot grit every road in Lancashire. Even if they had the resources needed, they couldn't grit 

them quickly enough to make a real difference. No council does this. So, of the 4,300 miles of roads across 

the county, around 1,500 miles are part of the priority road network for gritting and snow clearing. In severe 

weather gritters are on the road 24/7 if needs be and they always treat the following roads first:  
 

▪ Non-trunk motorways and A roads – the main routes across the county. 

▪ B roads – other main roads in and out of towns.  

▪ Single routes in and out of all villages.  
 

The gritters will also treat the second most important roads during periods of continuous ice or snow, in 

daylight hours and after the higher priority roads have been treated.  
 

Highways England is responsible for gritting the M6, M55, M58, M61 and M65 to Junction 10, the A56 

between the M66 and M65 and the A585 between the M55 and Fleetwood.  
 

Getting ready -  Around 24,000 tonnes of salt, located in 7 depots around the county, along with 30,000 

litres of liquid de-icer are in stock. 160 staff support the winter service rota, 53 are on call 24/7 and ready to 

respond as needed. All these staff are employed by the county council and also have daytime roles.  
 

More than 2,600 grit bins/salt piles are in place. 45 front line gritters operate countywide with a reserve fleet 

of 15. All gritters are paired with a plough for when it snows. These are supplemented by snow blowers, 

tractors, 4-wheel drive utility trucks, and footway gritting equipment. Satellite navigation and GPS controlled 

automatic salting systems allow any driver to drive any route. There are also a number of farmers and 

contractors who have equipment to carry out snow clearing work on roads and help when resources are 

stretched, mostly on rural roads.  
 

How much does it all cost? - Around £4m a year is spent on gritting and snow clearing. However as it 

is a demand-led service, when the winter weather is more severe, the service will continue to be delivered. 
 

What we can do -  Take extra care during freezing conditions, just because a road has been gritted 

doesn't mean it won't be icy. It takes time and the action of tyres to mix the salt with the ice and make it 

work by lowering the temperature at which the water freezes. Road conditions can vary considerably over 

quite a short distance so it’s vital we use our judgement and drive according to the conditions. 
 

It is worth remembering that there is no law about clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your 

property or public spaces. So, it’s worth stocking up on salt/grit for your personal use from a range of DIY 

stores. It's also useful to have a snow shovel, a torch, batteries and a first aid kit handy.  
 

More information - The latest news is posted on all the County Councils media channels: 
 

Website - www.lancashire.gov.uk/winter 

Twitter - www.twitter.com/lancashirecc 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/lancashirecc  
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At the November meeting of the County Council Cabinet, decisions will be 
made on issues including the councils finances, performance and the 
Councils Enviromenment and Climate Strategy. There is one matter of 
particular interest in our area – that is the A601(M) Maintenance Project.  
 

The County Council has received £9.245m from the Department for 
Transport to carry out repairs to the A601(M). This will see the road's 
motorway status removed so it can become an all-purpose dual carriageway with a proposed speed limit of 
50mph, and the hard shoulder replaced by grass verges. A number of improvements are also planned to 
the surface, drainage, and landscaping, along with maintenance to a number of bridges and structures. 
 

The A601(M) was built as part of the original construction of the M6 in the 1960s but was 'bypassed' when 
the M6 was extended northwards and has received much lower levels of traffic ever since. Its age means 
that it is now in need of major structural repairs. 
 

The original maintenance scheme proposed replacing the bridge which carries Higher North Road over the 
A601(M) with a junction at ground level, but Cabinet is being asked to change this aspect of the scheme. 
This is because the estimated construction costs have increased significantly, meaning this is no longer the 
best value for money option. The increase in costs is due to inflation affecting the construction industry, and 
surveys which have found that a high-pressure gas main would need to be diverted to build a new junction 
at ground level. It is therefore being proposed that the North Road bridge is repaired and refurbished to 
reduce the future cost of maintenance and enable improvements such as walking and cycling facilities in 
the future. 
 

The council is awaiting the outcome of its application to revoke the motorway status of the A601(M). 
Pending a decision by the Secretary of State, the repair scheme is scheduled to begin in summer 2023. 
 

Lancashire 2050 - The County Council are working in 
partnership with all 14 other Councils across Lancashire to 
create a long-term strategic plan for the future of the county. 
 

Lancashire 2050 aims to bring people together with a shared 
vision, shared ambition, shared goals, and shared priorities. 
 

Initiated by all of Lancashire’s 15 councils, but involving everyone with a stake in our county’s success, it 
sets out where we can work together to help our county thrive, seizing opportunities that are bigger than 
any one institution.  By all 15 councils working together it is hoped to deliver more than the sum of the 
parts, and compete more effectively for national investment and development opportunities.  
 

The framework for action will help to focus on the things that are most important, as well as respond to 
changing local and global trends, policy mandates and place needs. It will mean Lancashire can speak with 
one voice when championing our needs in government. For more information about the framework visit 
www.lancashire2050.co.uk 
 

Lancashire Day 27 November - Lancashire has been celebrating this 

day since 1295 when the first elected representatives from Lancashire 

were called to Westminster by King Edward the First.  
 

You can learn more of the history and stories of this amazing county and 

discover why more castles were built in Lancashire than anywhere else 

and why the King is the Duke of Lancaster and much more by joining one 

of Lancashire Adult Learning’s online free courses. Log on here for more 

information https://www.lal.ac.uk 
 

I hope you found this update interesting and helpful. Please stay 

connected and stay safe and well. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Phillippa Williamson 

November 2022 
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